
Study Abroad vs. Study Away 
Undergraduate Transfer Credit Processes & Policies 

*GW Short Term Abroad and GW Summer Study Abroad Programs are considered Study Abroad. 
 
**With the exception of the Global Bachelor’s program, where students may transfer more than 2 semesters of Study Abroad. 
 
Note: Graduate students abide by different policies. Please contact your Academic Advisor for graduate school transfer 
credit policies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Will you be studying outside 
of GW with the intention of 

transferring credits? 

Will you be participating in a 
program that is part of the 
Office for Study Abroad’s 

approved programs list and 
paying GW tuition?* 

Will you be studying 
at a different 

institution in the U.S.? 

Will you be 
independently enrolled 

in a foreign institution 
during a summer term 

or winter break?* 

Will you be paying 
program/tuition costs to 
a program or institution 

that is not GW? 

This is  
Study Abroad 

This is  
Study Away 

This page does 
not apply to you. 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

Contact your 
Academic Advisor. 

Visit the Office for Study Abroad for assistance.  

Please note: 
- You will need to apply to study abroad through  

GW Passport. 
- Study Abroad credits must be pre-approved in  

GW CATS. 
- Students generally transfer 15 credits per semester 

or 30 credits in an academic year program.  Under 
special circumstances, students may transfer up to 
18 credits per semester to a maximum of 36 credits 
total** through GW Study Abroad programs. 

Visit the Office of the Registrar’s website for process and 
credit transfer information. 

Please note: 
- Your academic advisor is your first point of contact. 
- Study Away credits must be pre-approved with the 

Transfer Credit Approval form. 
- You can transfer up to 9 credits (or 3 courses for a 

maximum of 12 credits) total through Study Away. 
- Transcripts must come from an accredited institution. 
- Not all programs and/or institutions will qualify for 

credit transfer. 

https://passport.gwu.edu/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ListAll
https://studyabroad.gwu.edu/
https://passport.gwu.edu/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.AdvancedSearch
https://gwu0.sharepoint.com/sites/wfs.studyabroad/cats/SitePages/Home.aspx
https://registrar.gwu.edu/transfer-credit
https://registrar.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2171/f/Transfer_Credit_Approval_Form2019.pdf

